THE 


Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

HEALTH  OF  OLDBURY, 

FOR  THE 

year  ending  December  31  $t,  1905, 

Health  Missioner’s  Report , 

AND 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


GEO.  B.  BUTTERY,  L.R.C.P.,  etc., 

Fellow  of  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Council. 


OLDBURY: 

The  Midland  Printing  Company,  Limited,  Simpson  Street. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29936640 


OLDBURY  URBAN  DI£TRI  CT_C  OUNC IL  0 


With  the 

Modical  Officiar*3s  Compliments «, 

»ury. 

Public  Buildings, 

Oldbury  <, 


jo  ine  Tmtrrmvrm  ti  n  a  incmva j  vj  ^  > »»».,  _ _  ct 

Council  of  Oldbury. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  public  health  of  the  town  for  the  year  1905,  and  I 
trust  you  will  consider  it  a  satisfactory  one.  The  two  chief 
points  in  the  report  calling  for  special  notice  is  the  lower 
death-rate  recorded,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  previous 
year,  and  the  much  smaller  incidence  of  disease  generally, 
and  of  epidemic  disease  in  particular. 

In  other  respects  the  health  conditions  of  the  town 
appear  to  be  making  steady  and  satisfactory  progress. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY,  L.R.C.P.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Jhe  Urban  District  of  Oldbury 


INTRODUCTORY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Oldbury. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  public  health  of  the  town  for  the  year  1905,  and  I 
trust  you  will  consider  it  a  satisfactory  one.  The  two  chief 
points  in  the  report  calling  for  special  notice  is  the  lower 
death-rate  recorded,  in  comparison  with  that  of  the  previous 
year,  and  the  much  smaller  incidence  of  disease  generally, 
and  of  epidemic  disease  in  particular. 

In  other  respects  the  health  conditions  of  the  town 
appear  to  be  making  steady  and  satisfactory  progress. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY,  L.R.C.P.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1  he  area  of  the  district  is  3548  acres. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  30th  June,  1905,  was 
26,500. 

I  wo  hundred  and  eighty  new  houses  have  been  erected 
during  1905.  There  were  5871  at  the  end  of  1904  ;  of 
these  7  have  been  closed  as  uninhabitable.  The  houses 
therefore  at  present  inhabitable  number  6144;  of  these  it  is 
estimated  that  320  are  void.  We  have  therefore  5824 
houses  occupied.  Taking  the  population  as  estimated,  there 
are  47  persons  per  house  inhabited. 

BIRTH-RATE. 

Nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  viz.,  463  males  and  463  females  (a  singular 
coincidence,  males  and  females  in  equal  proportion).  The 
birth-rate  for  the  year  is  34-9  per  1000  inhabitants.  In 
1904  the  birth-rate  was  367.  The  average  birth-rate  for 
the  past  ten  years  has  been  367  per  1000. 

During  the  past  year  therefore  there  has  been  a  slight 
decline  in  our  birth-rate,  but  if  we  compare  it  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  27^0  per  1000,  we  have  not 
much  cause  for  alarm  at  present  that  our  natural  increase 
in  population  is  imperilled. 

DEATH-RATE. 

The  deaths  registered  in  the  Oldbury  District  numbered 
383,  producing  a  death-rate  of  147  per  1000  per  annum. 
To  these  must  be  added  those  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district  which  have  been  registered  outside  our  area.  These 
comprise  all  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Workhouse, 
at  the  Hospitals  in  West  Bromwich  and  Birmingham,  and 
one  which  happened  at  the  Infirmary  at  Walsall.  The  sum 
total  of  all  these  was  38,  bringing  up  our  net  deaths  to 
421,  and  a  death-rate  of  1 5 '8  per  1000.  This  compares 
favourably  with  the  preceding  year,  when  it  was  20 ’4  per 
1000.  This  is  the  lowest  net  death-rate  ever  recorded  in 
Oldbury  since  reliable  figures  have  been  kept.  It  proves 
that  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  general  health  of  the  district,  especially  this  is 
the  case  as  regards  epidemic  disease,  for,  with  the  exception 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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year,  there  has  been  very  little  disease  of  an  infectious 
nature  prevalent.  Then,  also,  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia,  which  usually  figure  largely  in  our  death 
returns.  The  diminution  in  the  mortality  from  diarrhoea 
and  enteritis  is  very  striking,  when  compared  with  former 
years.  Phthisis  deaths  are  again  higher  than  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  experience  in  Oldbury;  the  same  remarks 
also  apply  to  cancer  for  this  past  year  and  also  for  the 
preceding  one.  With  the  exception  of  these  two  latter 
diseases,  we  may  consider  that  there  has  been  a  great  im¬ 
provement  so  far  as  our  death-rate  is  concerned. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 
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The  deaths  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
were  143,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  154  per 
1000  births,  compared  with  an  infantile  mortality  of  201  per 
1000  births  in  the  previous  year.  The  average  mortality  for 
the  past  ten  years  is  199  per  1000  births.  This  is  a  more 
favourable  condition  of  things  than  we  have  experienced 
hitherto,  but  even  this  is  far  too  high. 

I  am  hoping  that  we  may  still  greatly  reduce  this  pre- 
ventible  high  mortality  by  educating  and  instructing  the 
parents  in  the  art  of  rearing  their  offspring.  This  we  are, 
and  have  been,  doing  in  Oldbury  for  several  years  past — 
with  the  assistance  of  the  County  Council — in  employing  a 
Lady  Health  Missioner,  whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  afford  advice 
and  instruction  to  those  who  stand  so  much  in  need  of  it. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  portion  of  this  improvement  in 
our  infantile  mortality  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  our  Health 
Missioner. 

There  is  one  regrettable  item  in  our  death  returns  to 
which  I  must  allude,  viz.  : — the  relatively  great  number  of 
premature  births.  This  factor  each  year  helps  to  swell  our 
total  deaths  amongst  the  infantile  population.  The  difficulty 
is  how  it  is  to  be  dealt  with.  I  can  only  suggest  at 
present  that  greater  care  should  be  exercised  in  the  mode 
of  living  and  working  by  the  parents  at  the  important 
period. 

There  have  been  fewer  deaths  from  intestinal  affections 
than  usually  occur.  This  may  probably  be  due  in  some 
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measure  to  the  improved  method  of  feeding  the  children, 
which  is  being  taught  by  the  Lady  Missioner. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  zymotic  deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: — 17  from  measles,  6  from  whooping  cough,  2  from 
croup,  3  from  typhoid  fever,  10  from  enteritis,  and  29  from 
diarrhoea.  The  zymotic  death-rate  is  2‘i  per  1000  of  the 
population,  compared  with  4*2  per  1000  in  the  previous 
year.  These  figures  prove  that  measles  and  diarrhoea,  as 
usual,  are  the  two  great  factors  in  our  zymotic  death- 
rate. 

PHTHISIS  AND  RESPIRATORY  DEATHS. 

Twenty-one  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring  from 
phthisis,  with  a  phthisis  death-rate  of  07  per  1000  per 

annum,  compared  with  17  deaths  and  a  phthisis  death-rate 
of  o'6  per  1000  in  the  previous  year.  These  figures  shew 
that  this  lamentable  disease  is  unfortunately  on  the  increase 
in  Oldbury.  I  have  tried  to  discover  the  causes  for  this 

increase  of  the  disease,  but  I  have  to  admit  that  I  cannot 

solve  the  problem.  It  is  certainly  not  due  to  over¬ 
crowding,  as  we  have  continual  supervision  of  the  housing 
of  the  people;  our  figures  also  demon  state  that  we  have  a 
little  under  45  persons  to  each  house  in  the  district. 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  to  which  I  should  like  to  call 
attention,  and  that  is,  that  the  people  should  ventilate 

their  dwellings  better  than  they  do  at  present.  This  I  am 
constantly  trying  to  affect,  but  it  is  astonishing  how 
people  object  to  admit  fresh  air,  especially  into  the  bed¬ 
rooms,  “  for  fear  of  catching  cold.”  They  therefore  stop  up 
their  chimneys,  keep  the  windows  shut  up  night  and  day, 
as  if  the  fresh  air  was  a  poisonous  thing. 

DEATHS  FROM  OTHER  RESPIRATORY 

DISEASES. 

The  deaths  from  other  respiratory  affections  numbered 
72,  and  are  classed  as  follows  : — 37  from  bronchitis,  33  from 
pneumonia,  and  2  from  pleurisy,  with  a  respiratory  death- 
rate  of  27  per  1000  per  annum. 

This  compares  favourably  with  the  preceding  year,  with 
1 19  deaths  and  a  respiratory  death-rate  of  4^4  per  1000. 


These  figures  prove  that  there  were  fewer  deaths  from 
chest  affections  than'  ever  before  recorded  in  Oldbury. 


Increase  in 
Cancer  Deaths. 


Measles. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diphtheria  and 
Croup. 


CANCER  DEATHS. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  deaths  from  cancer  are  still 
on  the  increase,  21  during  the  past  year  compared  with 
20  in  the  previous  one,  when  I  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  1Q03  there  were  only  7  deaths  from  this  malady. 
In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  account  for  the  spread  of  this  fell  disease.  We  can  only 
hope  that  the  increase  is  only  of  a  transitory  nature. 

EPIDEMIC  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  105.  This  is  the  least  number  notified  for  many 
years  past. 

Measles,  as  you  are  aware,  not  amongst  our  notifi¬ 
able  diseases.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an 
outbreak  of  measles,  chiefly  in  the  Langley,  Warley,  and 
Rounds  Green  Wards.  There  were  17  deaths  due  to  the 
disease.  As  I  have  on  several  occasions  pointed  out,  this 
is,  in  our  experience,  the  most  fatal  of  all  infectious  com¬ 
plaints.  I  can  only  once  more  try  to  impress  upon  the 
public  the  importance  of  treating  this  affection  more  seriously 
than  it  appears  to  obtain  amongst  them  at  present. 

Whooping  cough  again  manifested  itself  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year,  and  6  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause. 
Like  measles,  this  distressing  disorder  is  often  treated  in  too 
light-hearted  a  manner,  when  in  reality  it  requires  the  greatest 
care  and  attention  in  its  treatment,  for  unless  the  little 
patient  is  kept  warmly  clad  and  otherwise  properly  treated, 
capillary  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  easily  supervene,  with 
such  disastrous  consequences. 

There  has  been  1  case  of  diphtheria  and  2  cases  of 
croup  notified.  The  diphtheria  case  recovered,  but  both  cases 
of  croup  were  fatal. 

Up  to  the  present  diphtheria  has  not  gained  an)-  hold 
in  the  Oldbury  district  ;  still,  we  have  to  keep  vigilant  in 
respect  of  this  malady,  and  every  precaution  is  exercised  when 
a  case  is  reported  to  us,  and,  fortunately,  we  have  been  able 
to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  disease. 
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During  the  year  47  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have  been 
notified  without  a  death. 

The  cases  have  been  pretty  evenly  distributed  over  the 
whole  district,  although  Langley  had  the  greatest  number, 
viz.,  15,  while  Broadwell  and  Warley  had  9  cases  each,  the 
Central  had  8,  and  Rounds  Green  6  cases.  And,  although 
the  disease  has  been  of  a  mild  type,  it  has  caused  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  in  the  health  department,  especially 
that  we  have  no  means  of  isolation  except  that  we  can  get 
adopted  at  the  patient’s  home.  We  keep  in  constant  touch 
with  each  case,  and  by  supplying  disinfectants,  and  afterwards 
by  thoroughly  disinfecting  the  premises,  we  help  to  stamp 
out  the  disease  and  prevent  its  spread. 

Twenty  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  notified  during 
the  year.  There  have  been  3  deaths  from  the  disease, 
compared  with  16  cases  in  the  previous  year  and  7  deaths. 
Eight  of  the  cases  occurred  in  two  houses  in  one  court.  I11 
this  instance  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  unpaved  condition  of 
the  yard  contributed  to  the  outbreak  of  the  disease.  Ten 
cases  have  been  treated  in  the  hospital,  and  2  of  them 
died.  They  were  both  very  bad  ones,  as  were  several 
others,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  these  had  remained  outside 
they  would  have  died,  but  were  saved  by  good  nursing  and 
attention. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified,  and  both 
recovered. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  and  all 
recovered. 

With  the  exception  of  measles  and  diarrhoea,  we  have 
had  very  little  zymotic  disease  of  a  fatal  nature  prevalent 
during  the  year  1905.  And  while  we  cannot  expect  that 
these  favourable  conditions  will  always  obtain,  I  do  think  that 
we  are  now  benefiting  by  the  wiser  policy  inaugurated  a 
few  years  ago,  after  the  last  severe  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever. 

The  paving  of  the  yards,  substituting  the  water  carriage 
system  for  the  old  fifthy  privy  middens,  and  the  constant 
supervision  of  the  properties  by  your  health  officers,  have 
without  doubt  contributed  to  bring  about  these  more 
satisfactory  results. 
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TABLE  II. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 
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TABLE  III.  —  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  iQOj. 
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The  Infectious  Hospital  is  situated  in  Rounds  Green  Ward. 


TABLE  IV. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age, 
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Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905)  26,500. 
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The  Milk 
Supply. 


Bakehouses. 


Meat  and  Fish 
Supply. 


Workshops  and 
Factories. 


Lady  Health 
Missioner. 


SANITARY  WORK  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

1  he  milk  supply  is  under  our  constant  supervision.  I 
have  made  frequent  visits  to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
whilst  Mr.  Robbins  is  constantly  visiting  each  cowshed  and 
dairy.  I  have  been  very  much  impressed  with  the  better 
conditions  now  existing  on  these  premises  than  was  formerly 
the  case.  The  animals  appear  healthier  and  better  in  every 
respect,  which  of  course  must  have  a  favourable  result  on 
the  milk  produced.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  register 
every  milk  shop,  when  we  shall  have  the  whole  of  the  milk 
supply  under  constant  supervision. 

The  bakehouses  have  likewise  been  regularly  visited,  and 
the  regulations  with  regard  to  lime-washing  and  maintaining 
them  in  a  proper  sanitary  condition  have  been  rigidly'  en¬ 
forced.  One  old  bakehouse  has  been  demolished,  and  a 
new  one  has  been  built  in  its  place,  fulfilling  the  modern 
requirements. 

The  meat  supply  of  the  town  receives  our  constant 
attention,  as  also  does  the  fish  supply,  both  of  which  articles 
of  diet  are  much  better  in  quality  than  was  formerly  the 
case.  The  action  taken  during  the  past  few  years  by  the 
health  officers  has  been  productive  of  much  good  in  this 
direction. 

The  workshops  and  factories  have  received  our  constant 
attention.  Several  places  have  required  to  be  altered  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Workshops  and  Factory  Acts, 
but  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  the 
requirements  fulfilled.  The  general  conditions  appear  to  be 
satisfactory,  both  in  regard  to  the  workshops  as  well  as  that 
of  the  employes  themselves. 

As  you  are  aware  our  present  Health  Missioner,  Miss 
Woodfield,  was  appointed  in  place  of  Miss  Phipps,  who 
resigned,  in  July  last.  She  has  taken  the  work  up  in  a 
thorough  and  businesslike  manner,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
if  anything  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of 
the  children,  where  her  work  chiefly  lies,  that  she  is  fully 
competent  and  willing  to  do  it.  I  append  a  short  report 
from  her  as  to  the  work  she  has  accomplished  since  she 
was  appointed. 
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The  Sanitary 
Officer's  Repoit. 

I  also  append  the  Sanitary  Officer's  Report  upon  the 
work  done  in  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 
From  his  report  you  will  see  that  the  scavenging,  removal 
of  night-soil,  etc.,  has  been  done  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
while  the  other  branches  of  the  work  have  been  carried  out 
to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Kingston  House, 

Oldbury, 

February  26th,  iqob. 

bealll)  lKi$$joncr’$  Report  from  julp  1st 
to  December  31st,  1905- 


Summary  of  Work  done  from  fuly  jsst  to  December  Jist,  1905. 


Five  health  lectures  have  been  given  during  the  year  at — 
St.  John’s  School,  Tat  Bank  ;  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Brades 
Village  ;  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Oldbury;  Good  Shepherd  Church, 
Churchbridge;  The  Vicar’s  Office,  Oldbury.  All  the  meetings 
were  very  well  attended. 

INFANTS  VISITS. 

During  the  six  months  that  I  held  the  position  of  health 
missioner  for  the  Oldbury  district,  773  infants  have  been  visited, 
of  which  218  were  hand-fed,  426  breast-fed  and  129  were  both 
breast  and  hand-fed.  In  the  case  of  the  hand-fed  infants  the  food 
is  invariably  administered  from  bottles  through  long  india-rubber 
tubes,  a  fertile  source  of  injury  to  the  health  of  the  child — 
from  uncleanliness  and  consequent  pollution  of  the  food,  milk 
especially,  even  when  every  care  is  taken.  Various  patent 
foods  and  bread  were  being  given  to  infants  under  two  months 
old,  on  the  plea  that  “  milk  did  not  satisfy,”  a  fact  easily 
accounted  for  seeing  that  in  some  cases  it  had  been  skimmed, 
and  in  most  cases  the  feeding  was  being  carried  on  in  a 
very  irregular  way,  the  child  for  one  part  of  the  day  bein 
three  or  four  hours  without  food  and  for  the  remainder  bein 
fed  every  hour.  This  has  especially  been  the  case  with  a 
great  many  infants  under  two  months  old,  when  the  mother’s 
milk  has  been  given  and  did  not  appear  to  satisfy,  then  a 


be  be 
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patent  food  or  sopped  bread  is  given  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  so  that  the  unnecessary  artificial  feeding  is  commenced 
before  the  child  is  registered,  and  generally  during  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  the  midwife.  It  is  then  somewhat  difficult  to  per¬ 
suade  the  mother  (owing  to  the  midwife  having  given  contrary 
advice)  that  if  the  child  was  fed  regularly  her  own  milk 
would  probably  be  sufficient.  I  have  always  strongly  urged 
the  mothers  to  be  more  particular  with  regard  to  the  regu¬ 
larity  in  infant  feeding,  both  as  to  time,  quantity  and  quality, 
and  to  use  the  bottles  made  without  long  tubes,  and  this  advice 
has  been  successfully  followed  in  a  great  many  cases,  especially 
amongst  the  infants  ( 1 1 7  in  number)  that  are  nursed  out 
owing  to  the  mothers  going  out  to  work. 

I  have  also  given  practical  lessons  in  infant  bathing  to 
73  mothers. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  revisits  have  been  paid.  A 
great  many  of  the  houses  when  first  visited  were  in  a  very 
unhealthy  condition,  being  dirty,  unventilated,  having  the 
windows  nailed  down,  the  fire-places  stopped  up  with  all 
sorts  of  dirty  rags,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  in  a  very  dirty 
and  dilapidated  state.  These  houses  have  all  been  re¬ 
visited  several  times,  and  most  of  them  were  cleaner  and 
better  ventilated  when  visited  a  second  time,  but  after  a  time 
some  of  them  were  allowed  to  get  into  the  same  dirty  con¬ 
dition  again.  These  houses  are  still  visited  at  regular  intervals. 


L.  WOODFIELD. 


INFANTS  DEATHS. 
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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury 


Annual  Report  ol  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
sanitary  work  done  in  the  district  during  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1905. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  record  the 
•greatly  improved  conditions  of  sanitation  in  the  district 
which  have  been  made  during  the  year,  both  in  respect  to 
the  character  of  the  health  conditions  of  the  people  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  varied  improved  sanitary  surroundings,  and 
the  dwellings  in  occupation.  To  add  to  this  there  has  been 
a  marked  increase  in  the  new  erections  of  a  better  class, 
which  will  tend  to  increase  the  characteristics  of  true 
healthy  existence. 

In  these  particulars  there  have  been  280  new  houses 
erected  in  the  district  with  good  sanitary  arrangements,  05 
houses  have  been  repaired  and  made  habitable,  102  bouses 
have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and  lime-washed,  7  houses 
have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

With  regard  to  sanitary  conveniences  we  are  regularly 
causing  all  old  and  dilapidated  middensteads  to  be  converted 
into  w.c’s,  and  80  conversions  have  been  made,  while  12 
additional  w.c’s  have  been  provided,  13  have  been  put  into 
proper  working  condition,  and  53  privies  and  ashpits  have 
been  reconstructed  or  repaired. 

In  the  matter  of  house  drains  we  have  kept  a  vigilant 
eye  upon  their  condition,  and  any  defect  reported  or  found 
has  received  our  prompt  attention.  There  have  been  135 
house  drains  laid  or  re-laid,  69  have  been  cleansed,  trapped, 
or  ventilated,  6  defective  waste  pipes  have  been  rectified, 
and  8  insanitary  urinals,  sinks,  or  lavatories,  repaired. 

We  are  continuing  to  follow  the  same  course  of  action 
with  regard  to  infectious  disease.  When  any  infectious  case 
is  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer,  the  house  and  premises 
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Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


Water  Supply. 


are  at  once  visited  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  disinfectants 
provided,  and  instructions  are  given  to  the  inmates  of  the 
dwelling  with  regard  to  the  isolation  of  the  patient  and  the 
proper  use  of  disinfectants,  and  any  instruction  from  the 
Medical  Officer  is  carefully  observed  and  carried  out.  We 
enter  in  a  register  all  particulars  of  cases,  sanitary  condition 
of  premises,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  with  regard  to 
the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  belonging  to  the 
household,  and  when  the  patient  is  removed  to  the  hospital 
or  has  recovered  from  the  disease  the  house  and  premises 
are  thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  the  bedding 
and  clothing  is  subjected  to  disinfection  by  our  steam  dis¬ 
infector. 

We  have  made  inquiries  into  72  cases  of  infectious* 
disease  during  the  year.  Ten  cases  have  been  removed 
to  the  hospital.  Fifty-seven  houses  have  been  disinfected, 
stripped,  cleansed,  and  limewashed.  One  hundred  and  four 
lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  have  been  disinfected  or 
destroyed. 

In  the  near  future  our  hospital  accommodation  will  be 
greatly  enlarged,  when  we  hope  to  have  better  convenience 
for  the  treatment  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease  which 

may  occur  in  the  district. 

This  important  part  of  our  work  is  receiving  our  atten¬ 
tion,  and  the  greatly-increased  consideration  given  to  it  by 
the  general  public  is  arousing  the  interest  of  the  cow- 

keepers  themselves,  while  our  own  exertions  are  being 
rewarded  by  a  greater  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  dairymen 
and  others  to  conform  to  the  orders  and  regulations  in 
force  in  the  district.  We  are  proceeding  to  register  all 
milkshops,  and  are  visiting  these  places  from  time  to  time 

to  ascertain  their  character  and  condition.  Fifty  persons  are 
engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  and  under  our  supervision,  and 
5  cases  of  contraventions  of  the  orders  and  regulations  have 
been  dealt  with. 

We  are  vigilantly  keeping  our  attention  fixed  upon  the 
water  supply  of  the  district,  and  9  samples  of  water  have 
been  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst,  5  wells  have  been 

closed  as  polluted,  and  329  houses  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Water-works  during  the  year. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Scavenging  and 
Cleansing. 


Canal  Boats 
Inspection. 
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Our  efforts  are  being  directed  in  these  matters  to  pro¬ 
cure  as  far  as  possible  the  full  conformity  of  the  workers 
and  owners  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations.  We  have  1 1 5 
workshops  and  workplaces  upon  the  register.  In  10  cases 
cleansing  and  limewashing  has  been  done,  and  5  insanitary 
conditions  have  been  remedied  after  notice  or  instructions. 

The  work  of  scavenging  and  cleansing  has  been  done 
with  greater  despatch  and  promptitude  than  in  any  previous 
year,  and  the  yards  and  premises  present  a  far  more  cleanly 
appearance.  The  contractor  has  given  his  constant  attention 
and  earnest  consideration  to  the  work,  and  there  have  been 
as  a  consequence  fewer  complaints.  Likewise  the  provision 
of  a  greater  number  of  portable  ashbins  which,  together  with 
the  dry  ashpits,  are  cleansed  during  the  day  time;  this  has 
added  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  people,  and  has 
lessened  the  friction  which  was  wont  to  exist. 

We  are  likewise  causing  the  courts  to  be  cleansed  and, 
where  necessary,  disinfected. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  working  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  in  the  district  within 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  year  by  year  there  is 
a  continued  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  canal  popu¬ 
lation  in  this  district.  There  is  also  a  greater  desire  mani¬ 
fested  on  the  part  of  the  occupants  of  cabin  boats  to  follow 
the  instructions  and  to  give  effect  to  the  regulations  imposed 
upon  them,  nor  do  we  find  in  the  administration  of  the 
Acts  that  friction  which  was  once  so  general  when  they  first 
became  subject  to  inspection  and  supervision. 

A  regular  course  of  inspection  has  been  followed  during 
the  year,  and,  from  our  close  observation  and  continuous 
contact  with  the  people  themselves,  we  are  able  to  judge 
of  the  great  benefits  which  have  been  derived  by  the 
occupants  of  cabin  boats  from  a  judicious  application  of  the 
Acts  and  Regulations. 

We  have  inspected  302  canal  boats  and  48  contraven¬ 
tions  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  discovered,  which 
have  been  dealt  with  in  our  usual  course  by  caution  forms 
giving  owner  or  captain,  or  both,  notice  of  the  infringe¬ 
ment,  so  that  they  may  be  fully  acquainted  with  the  facts 
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of  the  case,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  the  work  has 
been  done  and  the  contravention  caused  to  cease. 

The  boats  which  have  been  inspected  were  registered 
for  1042^  adult  persons,  and  the  number  occupying  the  cabins 
were  473  male  adults,  and  187  female  adults,  121  children  of 
school  age,  and  88  children  under  school  age.  The  particu¬ 
lars  of  age  and  sexes  are  given  in  the  table  below.  The 
number  for  which  the  boats  are  registered  shows  a  good 
margin  beyond  the  numbers  in  occupation. 


Ages ... 

13 

12 

1 1 

10 

q 

8 

7 

6 

5  4  3  2  1 

Under 
1  year. 

Girls... 

0 

0 

4 

8 

4 

1 1 

5  7  12  10  9 

11 

Boys . . . 

5  15 

17 

11 

9 

9 

4 

4 

5  1 1  1 1  8  5 

4 

We  have  met  with  more  contraventions  of  the  Acts  and 
Regulations  during  our  inspections,  which  have  consisted  of 
overcrowding,  marking,  improper  occupation,  painting,  dilapi¬ 
dation,  absence  of  certificate,  no  proper  water  vessel,  ventila¬ 
tion,  boats  without  pumps.  We  have  found  in  some  cases 
where  the  fore  cabin  has  been  registered  it  has  been  used 
for  store  room  or  lumber,  and  this  ofttimes  has  caused  the 
aft  cabin  to  be  overcrowded,  the  whole  of  the  occupants 
sleeping  therein.  We  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
captains  of  boats  to  the  stopping  up  of  the  apertures  intended 
for  the  ventilation  of  the  cabins,  which  would  cause  the 
cabins  to  be  unhealthy,  also  the  proper  provision  of  pumps 
on  all  boats,  which  is  a  very  necessary  equipment,  even 
though  the  boat  may  be  in  good  condition. 

I  append  a  tabulated  summary  of  sanitary  work  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  district,  and  also  a  statistical  supplement  of 
canal  boats  inspection. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  ROBBINS, 
Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 


If) 

Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

No. 

Complaints  -  -  -  -  -  10 

Notices  issued  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  -  -  228 

Notices  complied  with  -----  214 

Notices  outstanding  -  -  -  -  14 

Houses — 

Erected  ------  280 

Repaired  -  -  -  -9  6 

Closed  as  Unlit  for  Habitation  7 

Cleansed  and  Lime-washed  -  -  -  -  102 

Overcrowding — 

Cases  Abated  -----  6 

House  Drains — 

Drains  Laid  or  Re-laid  -  -  -  135 

Cleansed,  Trapped,  or  Ventilated  -  -  -  69 

Sink  Pipes  properly  Disconnected  -  -  -  6 

Lavatories  or  Urinals  Built  or  Repaired  -  -  8 

Water  Closets — 

Additional  W.C’s  provided  -  -  -  12 

Repaired,  Ventilated,  or  Supplied  with  Flush 

Cisterns  -  -  -  -  -  -13 

Privies  and  Ashpits — 

Converted  to  W.C’s  or  Slop  Closets  -  -  80 

Reconstructed  or  Repaired  -  53 

Scavenging — 

Houses  from  which  Refuse  is  Removable  -  6203 

Privies  and  Ashpits  Cleansed  -  -  -  19183 

Portable  Receptacles  Cleansed  -  -  -  20161 

Offensive  Trades — 

LTnder  Observation  -----  2 

Water  Supply — 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  -  -  9 

Wells  Closed  as  Polluted  -  -  -  -  5 

Houses  Supplied  from  Water-works  during 

the  year  -  -  -  -  -  329 

Slaughter-Houses — 

Registered  or  Licensed  ...  -  6 

Regularly  Inspected  -----  6 

Cleansed  or  Repaired  -  -  -  -  6 
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No. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

Under  Inspection  -  -  -  -  1 1 5 

Certified  for  Lime-washing  by  Inspector  -  -  10 

Insanitary  Conditions  dealt  with  5 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  — 

Persons  Ennacred  in  Miik  Trade  now  on 

o  o 

Register  and  under  Supervision  -  -  50 

Contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye¬ 
laws  dealt  with  -  -  5 

Lodging  Houses — 

Registered  ------  1 

Regularly  Inspected  -----  j 

Cleansed  and  Repaired  -  -  -  -  1 

Animals  Kept  so  as  to  he  a  Nuisance — 

Cases  of  Removal  on  Notice  -  -  4 

Offensive  Accumulations — 

Removal  of  Dung,  House  Refuse,  etc.  -  -  10 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  inquired  into  -  72 

Lots  of  Bedding  and  Clothing  Disinfected  and 

Destroyed  -  -  -  -  -  104 

Houses  Disinfected,  Stripped,  Cleansed  and 

Lime-washed  -  -  -  -  -5  7 


Canal  Boats’  Acts,  1877  and  1884. 

302  Canal  Boats  were  inspected,  Registered  for  1042^  Adults. 
277  Canal  Boats  were  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  the  Local 
Government  Regulations. 

Total  Number  occupying  Cabins  of  Adult  Age  -  660 

Male  Adults  -  473 

Female  Adults  -  -  -  -  -  1S7 

Children  of  School  Age : 

Bovs  ------  79 

Girls  ------  42 

Children  under  School  xAge  : 

Boys  ------  30 

Girls  ------  49 
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Details  showing  numbers  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations — 


No.  of  Cases  No.  of  Cases 

met  with.  Remedied. 

5  Absence  of  Certificate  4 

2  Certificate  not  identifying  owner  -  -  1 

8  Marking  ------  7 

4  Overcrowding  -  -  -  -  -  3 

4  Separation  of  Sexes  -  -  -  4 

4  Cleanliness  ------  3 

6  Painting  ------  2 

2  Ventilation  ------  2 

4  Dilapidation  ------  1 

1  Removal  of  Bilge  Water  -  -  -  -  1 

5  Without  Pump  -----  5 

3  No  Proper  Water  Vessel  3 


48  Total  Cases  met  with.  Total  Cases  Remedied  36 

No.  of  Printed  Notice  Forms  issued 
No.  of  Notices  attended  to  - 

No.  still  Corresponding  about  -  -  -  - 


